THE WITCHES' BOTTLE

By Silver RavenWolf

From Liewellyn's 1995 Magical Almanac
I

The Witches' Bottle is intrinsically linked with the Craft of the Wise. Considered under the heading of sympathetic magick, its uses range from protection to success or healing magick. Their limitations rest only with your creativity. In some cases, as the contents of the bottle chemically break down, or "work," your magickal application jumps into motion. Deteriorating bottles can banish sickness or move a bad situation away from you. In other operations, the contents of the bottle are to remain intact, protected from the outside world. While the contents remain undisturbed, the protection magick secures the situation.

Make Your Own Witches' Bottle

First you will need a bottle. It can be large, small, colored, or designed- it doesn't matter. Keep an assortment from tall and fluted to short and squat. Sealed bottles require a tight cap. Bottles that need air circulation should have a lid with punched holes to allow the aroma to escape. Small jelly jars with canning lids are a good choice to begin. Now you must focus on the type of magickal operation you will employ. Is this to heal a friend, pay off the electric bill, or protect your best friend while she?

Vacations? Choosing the contents to match your desire is the next step. The list below will give you an idea of the types of items to put in the bottle. All bottles should be cleansed, consecrated, filled, and empowered within a magick circle.

Sealed Witches' Bottle (banish unwanted situations) 

Needles & Pins

Rosemary

Angelica

Vinegar

Garlic

Sealed Siren's Bottle (Banish unwanted influences)

Broken shells

Seaweed

Driftwood

Sea Water

Sand

Aerated Boogie Bottle (scare away unwanted ghosties)

Nails

Angelica

Red yarn and

Black yarn tied in knots

Garlic

Open Stone Sucker Bottle (collect negativity)

Pebbles

Stones

Dirt

Rosemary

Aerated Rainbow Bottle (Protect a child1s room)

Dragon's Blood

Rosemary

Layers of colored sand

Aerated Spirit Bottle 

Lavender

Feathers

Ground orange rind

Thyme

Ground orange peel

Aerated Bottle of Wealth (bring money)

Silver

Cinquefoil

Cinnamon oil

Aerated PMS Bottle (pre menstrual tension)

Jasmine

Sage

Cinnamon

Rose

Orange peel

Moonstone

A Witch's Bottle (Sephrenia)

Gather rosemary, needles and pins. Fill a small jar with these three ingredients, saying the following as you work:

"Pin, needles, rosemary, wine

In this Witch's bottle of mine

Guard against harm and enmity

This is my will, so mote it be!"
Visualize these herbs doing just that. When the jar is full, pour in red wine. Then cap or cork the jar and drip wax from a black or red candle around the seal. Bury the jar at the farthest corner of your property or place in an inconspicuous spot in the house. The Witch's bottle destroys negativity and evil: the pins and needles impale evil, the wine drowns it, and the rosemary sends it far from your property.

Here is one for the kitchen, to protect your food from contamination:

Put three needles, three pins and three nails into a jar and fill the jar with salt, seal it tightly and vigorously shake nine times and drip red candle wax over the seal. Then place it in the cupboard where it won't be seen.

Here is one for protection of the garage (the book is the Magical Household after all)

In any jar with a tight-fitting lid, place old rusted nails, screws, brads, bolts, nuts, staples, and sharp pieces of wire, tacks and any other wicked or pointy things lying around the garage. Sweep the floor clean of all debris. Next, spread a few handfuls of salt over the floor, sweep this up and add to the jar. Screw on the lid and walk around the garage looking for the ideal place to put the bottle.  As you walk, chant the following or similar words:

"Negativity

Extinguished be!

Negativity

Extinguished be!

Negativity

Extinguished be!"
When the correct location for the Witch Bottle becomes known to you, place it there and burn incense to seal the spell.

Spell Bottles:

Spell bottles, also known as "Witches Bottles"; have been in use in England and the United States since at least the 1600's. Spell bottles were originally created to destroy the power of an evil magician or witch thought to have cast a spell against the bottle's creator. They were often ceramic vessels, filled with hair, nails, and even the victim's urine. They were also walled up into new homes as magical guardians. Spell bottles of this type continued to be used well into the 19th century. Spell bottles are apparently of English origin. Still, one example made from a glass wine bottle dated at 1740-1750 was found in Pennsylvania in 1976. And so, such protective devices certainly found their way from England to the United States with the colonists. Spell bottles of the type described above are rarely if ever made today. However, other forms are still in use. These consist of a container, usually glass, filled with various objects of magical potency. Spell bottles are made for a variety of purposes, and are used in numerous ways. Some are hidden, while others are placed in windows of the home or in other prominent spots. All are concentrations of energy, created and empowered for specific magical purposes. We'll be giving you instructions for making three spell bottles, but you can create many other types devoted to a multitude of magical needs. You could make a small spell bottle for your car, create and bury one in your garden for good growth, place one in a sickroom to speed the return of good health, and hang one near your pet's home. If, for some reason, your spell bottle is broken, simply create a new one.

House Protection Spell Bottle

Since the earliest spell bottles were created for protection, it seems fitting to begin with one made for this purpose. Ideally, such a bottle will be walled up in a new home under construction, or placed under the floorboards. If this is impossible, simply place it in a position of importance somewhere in the home. 

Items needed:

1 glass jar with cork stopper or lid Ca small canning jar is fine)

1/2 to 1 cup salt (depending on size of the jar)

3 cloves garlic

9 bay leaves

7 TBS dried basil

4 TBS dill seeds                                _______________________

1 TBS sage

1 TBS anise

1 TBS black pepper

1 TBS fennel

1 bowl

In the morning, ideally on a bright and sunny day, assemble all items.

Place the salt into the bowl and say:

"Salt that protects, protect my home and all within it."

Add the cloves of garlic to the bowl and say:

"Garlic that protects, protect my home and all within it."

Crumble the bay leaves, place in the bowl and say:

"Bay that protects, protect my home and all within it."

Add the basil and say:

"Basil that protects, protect my home and all within it."

Add dill and say:

"Dill that protects, protect my home and all within it."

Add the anise and say:

"Anise that protects, protect my home and all with in it."

Add the pepper and say:

"Pepper that protects, protect my home and all with in it."

Add the fennel and say:

"Fennel that protects, protect my home and all with in it."

Mix together the herbs and the salt with your hands.  Through the movement of your hands and fingers, lend energy to the potent protective items.  Visualize your home as a shining, safe, guarded, secure place of sanctuary.  Pour the mixture in to the jar.  Seal tightly and place in your home with the following words: 

"Salt and herbs, nine times nine

Guard now this home of mine."
It is done.

Wiccan Protection Ball

By D.J. Conway
Witch balls have been around for centuries, but is nearly impossible (and very costly) to buy one. These silvery balls were once common fixtures in windows, particularly in England, where they were said to repel evil thoughts and curses. Most Pagans don9t feel they can spend several hundred dollars to purchase such a ball, even if they could find one, but there is no reason you cant make one.

You will need a clear glass ball or Yule ornament with an opening in one end. If the glass ball has some kind of design, choose one you like or one you can change with further decoration. You will also need a bottle of silver paint found in hobby stores, a few drops of frankincense or patchouli oil, a spool of red thread, and a pair of scissors. Ornament. Carefully pour a little of the silver paint inside the ball and swish it around until the inside is completely covered with the silver. Set it aside to dry.

When the paint is totally dry, cut the red thread into three inch-lengths. Carefully poke this thread into the open end of the ball. Continue cutting and putting the thread into the ball until the ball is nearly full. Put in a few drops of oil. Then put the end back on the ornament. If it has no end, seal it with candle wax. When you hang the protection ball, chant:

Symbol of the Moon, symbol of the Lady divine,

Reject all negativity, defend this home (car), me and mine.
This protection ball can be hung in the window of your home or in your car. Any negative thoughts or ill wishes directed against you are reflected back to the sender. You can also decorate the outside with appropriate designs. You can put them onto wreaths or make them part of a dried flower arrangement. Programmed for protection, these little Witch balls do a very good job.

Protection Bottle

This one in the form of a bottle is ideal for house protections.

For this bottle, you will need:

*One medium-sized bottle or jar

*Altar Pentacle

*Pieces of broken glass

*Anything sharp (nails, thorns, pins, etc.)

*Herbs (choose three or four of these:)

Basil, cinquefoil, garlic, hyssop, motherwort, nettles,

Rosemary, vervain

*Black cord or embroidery floss

*Piece of parchment

*Black Ink] Or you can use a black ink pen or

*Fountain Pen] marker. . Witch-ever you wish

Gather all of your materials on your altar.

Cast Circle

Call Quarters

Ground and Center

Place the bottle or jar on the pentacle. After each ingredient has been placed in the jar, write the following on the parchment with the fountain pen and black ink:

Light surrounds you,

Light protects you,

Light empowers you,

To make evil flee.
Fold the parchment in half three times and place in the jar.  Cap and seal it.  Wind the black cord or embroidery floss around the top of the jar seven times in a counter-clockwise direction.  When you are finished put the jar in a place where it will protect the thing it was meant to protect.  If this jar was created to protect a home or outdoor space, or may wish to bury the jar near the area or front door.

